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Terwillegar Park, about three times the size of Hawrelak Park, is a beautiful semi-wilderness area 
with brush, open fields and trees. Located in a southwest bend of the North Saskatchewan River, it 
is a much-loved off leash dog park with many and varied paths for hikers, mountain bikers and cross 
country skiers. 

TRAILHEAD:  Terwillegar Park parking lot at the 
bottom of the paved Rabbit Hill Road, which faces a 
large open area with inviting trails heading in many 
directions

WALK A  North from the Terwillegar Park 
parking lot.

DISTANCE/DIFFICULTY: About 4 km round trip; 
easy (uneven, unimproved trail)

• From the Terwillegar Park parking lot, head north 
across the large open field towards a couple of benches 
that overlook the river. 

• Turn left (west) to the path that follows the outside 
perimeter of the park along the river and curves south 
up a moderate hill.

• View the E. L. Smith Water Treatment Plant across the 
river. 

• Return to the parking lot through the woods by heading 
east on any one of the lower paths.ea

sy
 / 

di
ff

ic
ul

t
Terwillegar Park

TO GET TO TERWILLEGAR PARK
Connect to Rabbit Hill Road from 
Terwillegar Drive or Riverbend Road 
or 23 Avenue, and drive west on 
Rabbit Hill Road.
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The ENCF is grateful for funding support provided for this project by:

Special thanks to the Wild Rose Ramblers for researching and developing this walk for others to enjoy.
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WALK B  West from the Terwillegar Park parking lot. 

DISTANCE/DIFFICULTY: About 2.8 km round trip; easy 
(unimproved granular trail)

• From the Terwillegar Park parking lot, walk on the main trail 
that goes northwest into the central part of the park, towards 
an open field and three ponds. 

• Circle northeast through the area, making a small loop and 
returning to the parking lot.

WALK C  East to Ramsay Heights neighbourhood. 

DISTANCE/DIFFICULTY: About 3 km round trip; easy 
(moderate hill, unimproved trail) 

• Walk around the boulders to the east end of the Terwillegar 
Park parking lot. Continue east along a grassy path that leads 
to an old gravel road going up the hill (it runs parallel to 
Rabbit Hill Road for a short distance).

• Walk past Riddell Street and to Whitemud Road, overlooking 
the North Saskatchewan River. What a view! 

• Return on the same trail.

WALK D  South to Anthony Henday Bridge.

DISTANCE/DIFFICULTY: About 6 km round trip; difficult 
(hilly, watch for tree roots) 

• From the Terwillegar Park parking lot, walk a short distance 
east on Rabbit Hill Road to the crosswalk sign. 

• Continue on the granular path that goes right (southwest) up 
an easy hill. Your path meets a cross country ski trail, going 
uphill, and soon after a four-way intersection.

• Take the left (southeast) path to another intersection, then go 
straight south, bearing slightly left to reach a fork. Take the 
path that goes straight ahead to an arch of caragana bushes. 
This is the main trail that continues through the woods. 

• When the trail levels out, watch for a well-marked path that 
forks to the left to Heffernan Drive (see shorter version of 
Walk D below). 

• Keep on the main trail that continues directly south on a 
challenging path that goes up and down like a roller coaster. 

• You eventually meet an asphalt path near the transportation/
utilities corridor (TUC), which leads slightly uphill on your 
left to the Solicitor General Staff College (or downhill on your 
right to the Anthony Henday Bridge). 

• Return the way you came. 

• OR for an easier and slightly shorter return trip from the 
Solicitor General Staff College or Hector Road (3 km)
- Walk east to Heath Road and north under the TUC to 

Heffernan Drive. 
- Walk left (north) on Heffernan Drive to the red brick tower 

and continue to Rabbit Hill Road. 
- Turn left and go down the hill on the sidewalk to the 

trailhead in Terwillegar Park.

SHORTER VERSION OF WALK D  About 3 km round trip
• Begin as for Walk D, south from the trailhead in Terwillegar 

Park to the caragana arch. 
• Continue south through the caragana arch to a fork in the trail; 

keep left and exit the woods at Heffernan Drive, near Hewgill 
Place in the Henderson Estates neighbourhood.

• Walk left (north) on Heffernan Drive to Rabbit Hill Road and 
to the trailhead.

AMENITIES
• Terwillager parking lot: portable toilet at the east end and 

emergency phone at the north edge
• restaurants and shopping in Riverbend Square

DESCRIPTON
The viewpoint in Walk C is in the Ramsay Heights 
neighbourhood, where in 1999 slope failure caused a house to 
slide down the riverbank. Two neighboring houses were also at 
risk and had to be torn down. Fortunately, no one was injured.

In February 2010, the city adopted “A Top of the Bank Land 
Use Policy” (Policy C542) to protect the river valley and ravine 
system and make sure that urban development takes slope 
instability into account. The policy requires a minimum of 10 
to 15 metres (previously 7.5 metres) setback from the top of the 
bank, with a public path in the setback.

In 2005 the city described its vision for Terwillegar as a “Unique 
Natural Park” and began consulting with the public. Most people 
wanted the park to remain as is, especially the large dog park. 
After much discussion, the following changes are planned: 
enlarging the parking lot and paving a road to a recreational area 
near the river on the northeast side of the park. The recreational 
area will have a small paddling lake, picnic area, playground, 
washrooms and paved trail. The rest of the park will be kept in its 
natural state and continue to be an off leash dog park.
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