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Sandy Mactaggart Sanctuary is a wild and protected nature reserve with the Whitemud Creek winding 
through it. An unimproved walking trail goes through the sanctuary from 119 Street to the beautiful 
white curved bridge over the creek and under Anthony Henday Drive .

The Twin Brooks neighbourhood offers two lovely walks along the top of the bank of the Blackmud 
and Whitemud Creeks. 

TRAILHEAD:  Sandy Mactaggart Sanctuary 
Parking Lot OR Twin Brooks District and Nature Park 
(119 Street and Twin Brooks Way) OR William Lutzky 
YMCA (1975 – 111 Street)

WALK A  From Sandy Mactaggart Sanctuary 
parking lot to the bridge. 

DISTANCE/DIFFICULTY: 4.5 km round trip; 
moderate – hilly with an unimproved trail. Hills may 
be slippery when wet.

• Follow the path at the entrance to the Mactaggart 
Sanctuary, which soon enters an aspen forest.

• After a short distance (0.5 km) and close to a fork in the 
trail, look on the south side for a relic of the past – the 
remains of a concrete foundation that housed a weigh 
scale for the coal that was mined in the area. 

• About 1 km into the trail you will come to a large hill 
with a moonscape appearance. The large hill is a pile of 
tailings left over from extensive strip and underground 
mining.

Sandy Mactaggart Sanctuary and 
Twin Brooks Neighbourhood
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TO GET TO THE 
SANDY MACTAGGART 
SANCTUARY PARKING LOT
From 111 Street turn west on 
9 Avenue NW. Follow 9 Avenue, 
which curves at 116 Street into 
9B Avenue, to 119 Street. Turn left 
(south) on 119 Street and proceed 
past the West Creek condos at the 
Twin Brooks development to a 
clump of trees. Watch for the not 
easily visible Mactaggart sign on 
your right (on the north side of 
Anthony Henday Drive). Park on 
the street if there is not room at 
the sanctuary parking lot, which 
can accommodate only six or 
seven cars.
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The ENCF is grateful for funding support provided for this project by:

Special thanks to the Wild Rose Ramblers for researching and developing this walk for others to enjoy.
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• Make your way carefully over or around and down the hill. The 
path continues west, through an opening in the fence, uphill 
and to a fork. 

• Take the left fork (old road) through the woods south to the 
TUC and Anthony Henday Drive. At the transformers walk 
west down the grassy bank to the white arched bridge.

• Return the way you came

WALK B  From Twin Brooks District and Nature Park 
to the Sandy Mactaggart Sanctuary. 

DISTANCE/DIFFICULTY: 3.2 km round trip; easy level 
granular path

• Park at the Twin Brooks District and Nature Park and walk 
west on Twin Brooks Close to the top-of-the-bank path above 
Whitemud Creek and behind neighbourhood houses. The red 
pipes here measure ground water or detect slope stability.

• Leave the granular path to circle around a farm house, then 
walk back into the woods south of the West Creek condos.

• Head south on the granular path to the entrance of Sandy 
Mactaggart Sanctuary.

• Return the way you came, or take time first to explore some of 
the Sanctuary.

NOTE. A sign along Walk B says “No Trespassing Private 
Property.” It is tempting to explore but leaving that part of 
the valley untouched means wildlife have a better chance of 
surviving.

WALK C  Twin Brooks walk on the top of the bank of 
Blackmud Ravine. 

DISTANCE/DIFFICULTY: 7.6 km round trip; easy with 
long, hilly approach

• Park at the William Lutsky YMCA (1975 - 111 Street) and walk 
south on the east sidewalk of 111 Street. Cross 111 Street west 
at the lights at 19 Avenue. 

• Head down 111 Street on the paved path, and cross over 
Blackmud Creek on the bridge and up the hill to the top of the 
bank near 12 Avenue. Enjoy the houses and their gardens on 
your left and the natural wooded top of the bank on your right. 

• Continue west until you reach the two benches at the 
Blackmud Environmental Reserve (Hidden Brook Park). 

• Continue west to the picnic site and then to Twin Brooks 
District and Nature Park. The path heads northwest to The 
Pointe where you can view Smith Crossing Bridge over the 

Whitemud Creek at 23 Avenue. Here you will see where the 
Blackmud and Whitemud Creeks meet. 

• Turn south to the benches overlooking the Whitemud Creek 
winding through the Sandy Mactaggart Sanctuary. The 
Significant Hill (Magrath Heights Natural Area) is right in 
front of you, across the creek. Return to the YMCA.

AMENITIES
• none on the trail
• shops and restaurants at 9 Avenue NW (Ellerslie Road), the 

William Lutzky YMCA and strip malls on 23 Avenue

HISTORY
Local philanthropist Sandy Mactaggart was born in Scotland 
in 1928 and was evacuated to Canada at age 11 during World 
War II. A graduate of Harvard who came to Edmonton in 1952, 
Mactaggart and his partner Jean de La Bruyere founded Maclab 
Enterprises in 1954. This major property development firm still 
operates in the city today. From 1983 to 1994, Sandy Mactaggart 
served on the Board of Governors of the University of Alberta, 
and was Chancellor from 1990 to 1994. 

Mactaggart was partly responsible for the gift (in 1980) of 
the 108-ha (267 acres) of land that form the Mactaggart 
Sanctuary. The sign at the trailhead explains: “This sanctuary 
was donated to the University of Alberta by Sandy Mactaggart 
and the Province of Alberta. Through the cooperation of Mr. 
Mactaggart, the province, the University of Alberta and the 
City of Edmonton, the Sanctuary has been made available for 
the enjoyment of the public, on the basis it remains a Sanctuary 
where unspoiled nature takes precedence over people. Please help 
us to protect and serve this area by leaving it as you found it.”

The Papaschase Indians settled in this area in 1896.

Twin Brooks, so named because the area lies between two creeks, 
was annexed to the city in 1980. The neighbourhoods of Hidden 
Creek and Running Creek, east of 111 Street, were merged with 
Twin Brooks.

There were several small coal mines in the area where the Sandy 
Mactaggart Sanctuary is currently located. One long-lived 
company was White Star Coal Mines, which operated from 1898 
to 1948.

Sandy Mactaggart Sanctuary  
and Twin Brooks Neighbourhood
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