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Kinnaird Ravine Park

easy

CENTRAL EDMONTON – THE HEART OF THE CITY

This lovely trail through a heavily forested, narrow and deep ravine is one of the most beautiful walks
in the city. It is great for birdwatching and its shade and snow melt support a wide variety of native
plants that bloom in late spring. Walkers have to negotiate a steep hill on the way down, and because
it is so isolated it is best undertaken with a buddy. But don’t let these challenges deter you from
undertaking this delightful walk.
TO GET TO SHERIFF ROBERTSON RECREATION
PARK (WHICH IS IN KINNAIRD RAVINE PARK
AND NEXT TO THE RAVINE)

DIRECTIONS FROM SHERIFF ROBERTSON
RECREATION PARK (82 STREET AND
111 AVENUE)

Drive east on Jasper Avenue to 82 Street and turn east on
111 Avenue. Parking is available in the neighbourhood but
restricted during stadium events.

• Proceed across the Sheriff Robertson Recreation Park
to the path down the ravine. This entrance to the
ravine is marked by a garbage container and lamp
post, and is joined by a sidewalk that enters the park
from Jasper Avenue. Another entrance further east on
111 Avenue and 78 Street is marked by a boardwalk and
very steep stairs.
• If you use the first entrance, keep right and stay on the
main path down through the ravine.

From the north, drive east on 112 Avenue and turn south
on 82 Street (which merges into Jasper Avenue). After
crossing the Kinnaird Bridge, turn east on 111 Avenue.
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• You will eventually emerge into a wide spacious clearing near
the river with picnic tables and Braille signs.
• Here, you have three options.
1) The paved multi-use trail parallel to the bridge (above
the Highlands Golf Course) makes a U-turn up to the
Concordia Lutheran Seminary and Concordia University
College of Alberta (at 75 Street and Ada Boulevard).
2) To the right of the path is a long set of wooden stairs
climbing up to the college.
3) To the right of that is a path towards the Capilano Bridge,
where the path descends and runs parallel to the bridge
(across the Highlands Golf Course) and connects at the
south end with the eastbound river path. If the gate is open,
walk through the fence and join the east bound river path.
• If you decide to climb the many wooden steps, you will arrive
at Ada Boulevard and 71 Street, at the Concordia Lutheran
Seminary. The Concordia University College is just west of the
seminary. You may wish to stop at the college cafeteria (see
“Amenities” on the next page). From here, you can:
1) Return the way you came.
2) Walk west along the top of the north side of the ravine and
go down the stairs at 78 Street into the ravine and back to
your car.
3) Visit Borden Park (on the north side of 112 Avenue and
west of Wayne Gretzky Drive) as you make your way back to
Sheriff Robertson Recreation Park.
FOR A LONGER WALK
Start at Dawson Park, go up the Kinnaird Ravine, walk north
to the other side of the ravine. Circle back on Ada Boulevard
past Concordia University College and down to the river valley
floor and back to Dawson Park. See walks 4 and 12, Riverdale to
Dawson Bridge, and Dawson Park to Kinnaird Ravine Park.

LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY

AMENITIES
• No washrooms on the trail.
• Blufone (City of Edmonton emergency phone) at bottom of the
ravine.
• Lunch, coffee or snacks: cafeteria at Concordia University
College, open for limited hours when college is in session,
(780) 479-8481 for information; picnic tables in Borden Park,
112 Avenue and 73 Street (can accommodate large groups);
strip mall on 112 Avenue and 82 Street.

DESCRIPTION

This walk is usually very quiet and peaceful, although at times it
is busy with walkers and joggers.
Kinnaird Ravine Park was originally called Rat Creek Ravine
because, as one resident said, “It was full of muskrats.”
The small park at the east end of Jasper Avenue and south of
the ravine provides an excellent viewpoint overlooking the river
valley.
Borden Park, established in 1906 and home of Edmonton’s first
zoo, is named after Canada’s eighth prime minister, Sir Robert
Borden. This large 22 ha park has tennis courts, ball diamonds,
an outdoor pool and a band shell. It is a groomed park with tall
trees that offer a considerable amount of shade.
Concordia University College of Alberta, established in 1921
in the Highlands community, is a Lutheran College that offers
university degrees.

HISTORY

George Johnston Kinnaird (1857-1922). Arriving in
Edmonton from Scotland in 1875 to work for the Hudson’s Bay
Company, Kinnaird became Edmonton’s town clerk in 1900 and
later a city commissioner. The ravine and bridge noted in this
walk are named after him.

Easy, except for a fairly steep descent on entering the ravine and
ascent on return. Mostly granular paths, sometimes wood chips,
no paving. Sometimes has wet and muddy spots but easy to get
around.

Ada Magrath (1863 – 1941). William J. Magrath, developer
of the Highlands community in 1912 and builder of a large
mansion at 6249 Ada Boulevard (now a heritage site), named the
boulevard overlooking the river valley after his wife, Ada.

LENGTH OF WALK

Walter Scott Robertson became the first sheriff of Edmonton in
1905.

1.3 km from Sheriff Robertson Recreation Park to the bottom
of the ravine, and 2.1 km from Sheriff Robertson Park down the
ravine and up to Concordia University College. If you walk back
on the north side of the ravine, the round trip is about 4.2 km.
Allow about 2 hours to enjoy and explore.

The ENCF is grateful for funding support provided for this project by:

www.encf.org

Special thanks to the Wild Rose Ramblers for researching and developing this walk for others to enjoy.

