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In the 1880s settlers started businesses here because they had good access to the river for 
transportation, fishing and drinking water; the gold in the river gravels; the fertile soil for cultivation; 
the sand and clay for making bricks; the coal in the banks of the valley for fuel; and the trees for 
sawmills and lumberyards. This short walk provides a glimpse of one of the industries that existed 
in the early days of Cloverdale, the brickyard. If you go up the stairs to Strathearn Drive, you will be 
rewarded with a wonderful view of the river valley and city skyline.

DIRECTIONS FROM THE MUTTART 
CONSERVATORY PARKING LOT 
(9626 – 96A STREET)
• Walk east on 97 Avenue.
• Pass the Cloverdale Community Hall and continue 

across Cloverdale Hill Road to the Camel Humps 
Nature Reserve.

• (Optional) Climb the stairs to Strathearn Drive.

LOCATION
About five blocks east of the Muttart Conservatory on 
97 Avenue and Cloverdale Hill Road.

Camel Humps 
Nature Reserve
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The ENCF is grateful for funding support provided for this project by:

Special thanks to the Wild Rose Ramblers for researching and developing this walk for others to enjoy.
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LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY
The walk to the nature reserve from the parking lot is short and 
easy. The dirt path through the Camel Humps is rough, narrow 
and hilly; that is, it is moderate to difficult and does not provide 
universal access. The trails are not signed. Watch for large 
roots across the path and side trails. The climb up the stairs to 
Strathearn Drive is somewhat challenging. Since there are many 
side trails through the nature reserve, it would be a good idea to 
go with a buddy on this adventure walk; in summer it is heavily 
treed.

LENGTH OF WALK
Allow about half an hour to visit the Camel Humps, and extra 
time if you plan to climb the stairs. 

AMENITIES
Pay phones, washrooms and snacks at the Muttart Conservatory.

DESCRIPTION
There are ski hills south and west of the Cloverdale Community 
Hall and playground (in Gallagher Park). The Edmonton Ski 
Clubhouse is at the base of the hill. 

During the second weekend of August each year, Gallagher Park 
is transformed into the site of the famous Edmonton Folk Music 
Festival, which attracts musicians from all over the world.

As you walk east on 97 Avenue, note the Bennett Environmental 
Education Centre on your left at 9703 – 94 Street. Operated by 
Edmonton Public Schools, the centre provides day programs to 
enhance the science and social studies programs for children in 
grades 4, 5 and 6. An overnight accommodation annex is to be 
completed in 2010.

A sign at the entrance to the Camel Humps Nature Reserve reads:

At the turn of the century our river valley was an ideal 
location for industry. Between 1907 and 1915 the 
Hardstone Brick Company made bricks at its site using 
sand from the riverbank. They piled the waste, mainly 
clay, into huge mounds. Nature quickly took root in the 
organic waste and has reclaimed this industrial site as its 
own. Today, the tree-covered piles are locally known as the 
Camel Humps and are recognized as an environmentally 
sensitive area.

HISTORY
Cornelius (Claude) Gallagher (1854-1932). When Gallagher 
came to Edmonton in 1891, he bought the land that was then 
known as Grassy Hill and established the Gallagher-Hull 
Meat Co. with his partner, W.R. Hull. In 1957 this area was 
renamed Gallagher Park in recognition of Cornelius Gallagher’s 
contributions to Edmonton: he was president of the Hardstone 
Brick Company and served as an alderman and mayor of 
Edmonton. He was also one of the chief organizers of the 
Edmonton Exhibition Association.

Bennett School/Bennett Environmental Education Centre. 
Opened in 1912, Bennett School was named after Thomas 
Bennett, the first mayor of Strathcona. The school closed in 
1971 when West Cloverdale was obliterated to build the James 
MacDonald Bridge and there were no longer enough children 
living in the area to support the school. The facility re-opened in 
1980 as the Bennett Environmental Education Centre.

George Hustler (1882 – 1958). A cairn in front of the Bennett 
Centre honours George Hustler, principal of Bennett School for 
20 years (1924-45). There is also a G. Hustler Memorial Plaza just 
north of 98 Avenue. Students attending a 75th school reunion in 
1988 decided to put up a statue of George Hustler to honour his 
20-year commitment to students and families while teaching at 
Bennett School.

W. H. Connor arrived in Edmonton in the early 1880s and 
bought River Lot 21, which is where Connors Road is located 
today.

Camel Humps Nature Reserve

“Climate is what you expect, 
weather is what you get.”

– National Service Office Tucson, Arizona

As you enjoy the River Valley, please remember to be prepared for the weather 
and leave only footprints. Please take out your garbage.

Our River Valley will benefit as we reduce our Climate Change inputs.
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