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Keillor Trail Walks

Keillor Trail lies between the North Saskatchewan River and the north side of the Whitemud Equine 
Learning Centre. Once a busy shortcut, the road was closed to vehicular traffic in 1995 because of 
serious bank instability. It is now part of the “ribbon of green” for pedestrians and cyclists. During 
summer, big poplars, willows and chokecherries provide pleasant shade on both sides of the road 
(WALK A).

A footpath beside the river (WALK B) offers great birdwatching in spring, and luxuriant vegetation on 
both sides of the trail, spring through fall.

TRAILHEAD: John Janzen Nature Centre

WALK A  Starting from the John Janzen Nature 
Centre to benches. 

DISTANCE/DIFFICULTY: About 7 km round trip; 
moderate, with a climb up the bank. For a shorter 
walk, start from one of the Whitemud Ravine North 
parking lots (about 5 km round trip).

The old Keillor Road (now called Keillor Trail) is paved 
but uneven. The switchbacks are paved, smooth and steep. 
Walk on the right and be aware of cyclists coming down 
the hill.

• From the John Janzen Nature Centre, walk north past 
the entrance to Fort Edmonton. Cross Fort Edmonton 
Road to the River Loop granular trail. 

• Walk right (east) to the Quesnell Bridge. Continue 
on the paved path to the creek and turn right to the 
Whitemud (stone/metal) footbridge that crosses the 
mouth of Whitemud Creek.

• Continue east from the footbridge on the paved multi-
use path towards the river to join Keillor Road, now a 
multi-use trail.

• Walk alongside the Whitemud Equine Centre. Note 
Dr. Keillor’s stone house on the right.
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• Walk uphill and keep right as the path switchbacks to the top 
of the bank on Saskatchewan Drive north of 74 Avenue.

• Turn right (south) and walk 0.6 km to five benches for a great 
view overlooking the Equine Centre.

• Walk back the way you came, as the goat path down the hill, in 
front of the benches, is very steep.

WALK B  Along the river. 

DISTANCE/DIFFICULTY: About 6 km round trip; 
moderate to difficult. The path is rough, narrow and 
uneven. Watch for washouts.

• From the John Janzen Nature Centre, walk north past the 
entrance to Fort Edmonton. Continue north. Cross Fort 
Edmonton Road to the River Loop granular trail. 

• Walk right (east) under the Quesnell Bridge and across the 
stone/metal footbridge that crosses the mouth of Whitemud 
Creek.

• Walk east from the footbridge towards the river, and look for 
the narrow dirt path that branches off to the left, to the Forest 
Capital sign at the start of the trail. You may encounter a 
Closed sign when high water levels wash out parts of the trail.

• The trail runs parallel to the river and eventually meets a horse 
trail path. Turn left to follow the path which leads to a fence. 
Those with a head for heights can walk around the fence and 
carry on uphill to view the major landslide of Keillor Road. 

• Return on the horse trail (straight ahead) to the paved Keillor 
Road (Walk A). Turn right downhill and to the nature centre.

AMENITIES
Washrooms in amenity building (13810 Fox Drive) are just west 
of the Equine Centre’s western boundary.

HISTORY
Note the Alberta Fossil Trail sign on the River Loop Trail.

Keillor Road was built close to the riverbank. Heavily used by 
cars, it needed constant repairs to shore up the instability of the 
bank. After a long, rancorous debate, a plebiscite was held in 
1995 and Edmontonians voted to close the road permanently 
to vehicle traffic. Turning Keillor Road back to parkland added 
further hiking and cycling access to the river valley. In 2003 the 
road slumped into the river. It was a major landslide that left 
unsightly concrete retaining piles. The new multi-use trail avoids 
the slumped area and retains the access to parkland.

In 1994, Edmonton received the title “Forest Capital of Canada” 
from the Canadian Forestry Association. The footpath along 
the river near Keillor Road was named Forest Capital Trail to 
commemorate this honour. About a dozen informative signs 
were erected from the north end of Whitemud Ravine to John 
Walter Museum. The landslide in 2003 just below Keillor Road 
eliminated part of the Forest Capital Trail and part of the horse 
trail.

Dr. Federick Keillor (1883-1971) was a family doctor and 
surgeon, and the city’s coroner. He also served as an alderman for 
two terms. When Dr. (Captain) Keillor returned from World War 
I he bought the land east of Whitemud Ravine. It had originally 
belonged to John Walter but was repossessed by the bank when 
John Walter’s fortune washed away in the flood of 1915. Dr. 
Keillor built a log house in 1920 and a stone house in 1929. They 
are still in use. He donated part of his land by the river to the city 
to build a road to his property. He welcomed people who came 
down to the Whitemud area for riding, hiking, picnics, canoeing 
and skiing.

The city of Edmonton annexed the land around Keillor’s farm for 
parkland. The farm was leased to become LeeColl stables. When 
the lease expired in 1974, the city acquired it. The 20-ha property 
is now known as the Whitemud Equine Learning Centre.

Keillor Trail Walks

“Climate is what you expect, 
weather is what you get.”

– National Service Office Tucson, Arizona

As you enjoy the River Valley, please remember to be prepared for the weather  
and leave only footprints. Please take out your garbage. 

Our River Valley will benefit as we reduce our Climate Change inputs.

C E N T R A L  E D M O N T O N  –  T H E  H E A R T  O F  T H E  C I T YW E S T  E D M O N T O N  –  P R E C I O U S  G R E E N  S P A C E S


